THe StuTtTering AssociaTion For THe Youna
VIRTUAL 2021 ANNUAL GALA
THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021




SAY: OUR MISSION

SAY: The Stuttering Association for the Young is a national 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization that provides support, advocacy, and life-
changing experiences for young people who stutter, ages 3-25.

SAY: OUR VISION

A world where every voice matters.

SAY: HOW WE HELP

Over 70 million people stutter across the world, including 5% of
all children. Young people who stutter often face relentless fear
and cruelty from a world that doesn’t understand them. Over time,
they may recoil from the world, silencing themselves to hide their
stutter, embarrassment, and shame. Young people who stutter
may also feel incredibly isolated and alone, and many face daily
ridicule, teasing, and bullying.

Since 2001, SAY has offered comprehensive, innovative programs
that address the physical, social, and emotional impacts of
stuttering. Through summer camp, regional day camps, speech
therapy, and creative arts programming, SAY builds a community of
acceptance, friendship, and encouragement where kids and teens
who stutter can develop the confidence and communication skills
they need to thrive.

SAY is dedicated to serving children from all socioeconomic
backgrounds. To date, no child has ever been turned away due to
a family’s inability to pay. Your support helps ensure this important
and essential legacy.
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Dear Friends:

Welcome to our 2021 Virtual Benefit Gala for SAY: The Stuttering
Association for the Young. This year has been challenging, for all of us. This
year has also been inspiring, extraordinary, and overflowing with generosity,
kindness, gratitude and hope. Thank you for being here with us tonight.
Thank you for being there for us this past year. Thank you for sharing our
belief that every voice matters — and that the voices of young people who
stutter deserve to be heard.

It's fitting that we are celebrating the young people of SAY during National
Stuttering Awareness Week. We work tirelessly to ensure that young people
who stutter have a home, a community, where they are welcomed, and
celebrated for who they are, just as they are, right now. We believe, and know,
that people who stutter can be anything they want to be in life, and that they
can achieve anything they want to achieve — and be a person who stutters.
Tonight's SAY: Hero Award Honoree, Dr. Cleavon Gilman, embodies that in
so many ways. Dr. Gilman has not let anything stop him from achieving his
dreams, and he is using his voice to effect meaningful change in the world,
and to change and save lives. Dr. Gilman is an inspiration to us all, especially
to the kids of SAY. It's an honor to honor him this evening.

For 20 years, the family of SAY has grown, persevered, and stayed true to
our mission of providing support, advocacy and life-changing experiences
for young people who stutter. Throughout this past year, all of our

THE PERFORMANCE"

Tonight's original live stream performance is inspired by the voices of young

people who stutter.

WRITTEN BY
Taro Alexander and Everett Bradley

DIRECTED BY
Taro Alexander

ASSISTANT DIRECTION
Leigh Pennebaker

MUSICAL DIRECTION, UNDERSCORING AND ARRANGEMENTS
Everett Bradley

ASL INTERPRETATION Billy Sanders
VIDEO EDITOR Brad Schulz
ADDITIONAL VIDEOGRAPHY Mikiodo

HOSTED BY
Keon Lee & Klanell Lee

SPECIAL APPEARANCES BY

Everett Bradley, Catherine Coughlan, Brenda Edwards, Kimberly Garvin,
Savannah Jackson, Miranda Joan, Naudia Jones, Danielle Leneé, Edward Maware,
Jennifer McGuire, Kelli O'Hara, Julianna Padilla, Victoria Perlman, Nicki Richards,
Tianna Richards, Amy Rodriguez, Alison Williams

FEATURING CURRENT SAY PARTICIPANTS

Andrew, Ava, Baylor, Cadence, Cian, Clare, Claire, Clint, Corey, Daniella, Devin,
Dominic, Ethan, Everett, Gavin, Grace P.B., Grace P, Harry, Hunter, lan, Isabella,
Jamal, John-Paul, Josh, Josiah, Juan, Kaiden, Kaitlyn, Karis, Kat, Laila, Lexi,
Malcolm, Maysen, Milo, Nate, Noah, Olivia, Pablo, Reuben, Rowen, Sam B.,
Sam C., Sebastian, Seth, Stella, Thomas, Timmy, Tomas, Travis, Zane

programs have continued: Confident Voices, SAY: DC, Camp SAY:
Across the USA, Speech Therapy, and Camp SAY. We've
incorporated virtual program offerings, expanding our
reach even further. As our Founder Taro Alexander
says, “Can’t Stop, Won't Stop!”

Thank you for your partnership in our work. We cannot
meet the needs of our community without you, really
and truly. We are humbled to have you with us this
evening, grateful for your support and advocacy, and
at your service, now, and always, all ways.

In loving memory of Howard Bingham, Peggy Lipton, Nanette & Budd Mayer,

With love and gratitude, Alan Rabinowitz, Mel Tillis, Bill Withers

\\ Noah Cornman
| Executive Director kids of SAY!

Special Thanks to Barry Sonders for giving so much to the community and

* scheduled to appear at time of publishing




HONORING

Dr. Cleavon Gilman
SAY: Hero Award

Dr. Cleavon Gilman is an
emergency room physician and

a person who stutters. He grew
up in New Jersey, then served 5
years in the U.S. Navy as a Hospital
Corpsman. After returning from
the Iraq War in 2004, Dr. Gilman
began his journey to become

an ER doctor and graduated
from UC Berkeley in 2009. He
earned his Medical Degree at UC
San Francisco Medical School
and completed his Emergency
Medicine Residency at New York-
Presbyterian in New York City.

“It's a great honor to
receive the SAY: Hero
Award. My circuitous path
to becoming an emergency
medicine physician was
difficult for many reasons,
including being a person
who stutters. I'm looking
forward to working with
the SAY community to help
young people who stutter
realize their dreams.”

-Dr. Cleavon Gilman

Dr. Gilman is an outspoken public
health advocate who chronicled the
realities of the COVID-19 outbreak
from the front lines, and continues
to raise awareness about the
coronavirus pandemic.

SAY is thrilled to honor

Dr. Cleavon Gilman with the SAY:
Hero Award for his enormous
contributions to the health and
safety of our country, and as a
shining example to the stuttering
community.
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SAY: BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Shachar G. Scott
Chair

Taro Alexander
Lackland H. Bloom, llI
Everett Bradley
Corey Caporale
Jamal Douglas

David Friedman
Treasurer

Kimberly Garvin
Jonathan Greig

SAY: STAFF

Taro Alexander Founder of SAY, Co-Founder of SAY: DC

Brandon K. Guidry
Secretary

Charles E. Helme
Chair Emeritus

Bettina Klein

Michael Klein
Chair Emeritus

Danielle Leneé
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Noah Cornman Executive Director

Sarah Daniels Director of Operations

Kate Detrick Director of Confident Voices
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LaDarius Lee Camp SAY Associate

Julia Leone Camp SAY Associate

Nathan Patterson Director of Development

Leigh Pennebaker Co-Founder of SAY: DC

ADVISORY BOARD

Tessa Blake
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Jackie Green
Barry T. Gurland
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Jay Lambert
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Kelli O'Hara
Austin Pendleton
Leigh Pennebaker
Tim Ransom
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Karin Schall

Dr. Phil Schneider
Jodi Schoenbrun Carter
Andy Shallal
Michael Sugarman
John Van Riper
Tom Viola

Karin Wexler, Ph.D.

5th Floor

Learn more about SAY:
SAY.org | 212.414.9696

[ ]
247 West 37th Street [i u

Connect with us:

Travis Robertson Vice President of Programming/Camp Director
Aidan Sank Artistic Director of Confident Voices

Rich Stephens Associate Camp Director

@SAYorg
New York, NY 10018




THANK YOU

SAY: The Stuttering Association for the Young gratefully acknowledges the
following sponsors for their generous support of this event (as of 4.30.21)

GALA CHAIRS
Joe Moglia
Fred Ragucci

& Maria Sarath Ragucci

GALA CO-CHAIRS
Lackland H. Bloom, llI
Guggenheim Securities
Timothy Pfeifer

PRESIDENT

SUPPORTERS

Anonymous

Leslie & Bernard
Friedman

Bettina & Michael Klein

ENTREPRENEUR
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Riki Alexander
Anonymous

Rob Burnett
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Marc Vetri
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Broadway Cares/Equity
Fights AIDS
Sunny & Brad Goldberg
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Partners
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DIRECTOR
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SAY: The Stuttering Association for the Young gratefully acknowledges the
generous support from the following foundations, corporations, government
agencies, and individuals who donated $500 and above from 5.1.20 to 4.30.21.
Contributions from these and other like-minded friends help make our

programs possible.
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SLA Foundation
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ASM Mechanical Systems
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Harvey Ginsberg Foundation
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Richard Hester & Michael Mastro
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Rebecca & Charles Holmes
Honeybee Foundation
Houlihan Lawrence Irvington
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Peter Katz
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Jonathan Kui
Brian Land
William Lee
Nancy Levine
Karen Lotman
Harry S. & Kathleen H. Melikian
Foundation, Inc.
Mariani Metal
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Amy McCracken
John & Debbie McManus
Samuel Mencoff
Meredith Corporation
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Iron Workers Local 46
Eileen Mulvey
& Dr. Michael Heaney
Patricia Mulvey
& Michael Cornman
Claudia & Mark Negron
Allison & David Niles
Jocelyn Novella
Oxford + Bond
Claudette Penot-Chan
Jim Perakis
Dean Pitchford & Michael Mealiffe
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Patricia Price

John M. Qualy
Natalia Razavi
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Jill & Robin Selati
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Silver Mountain Foundation For Rita & Wally Thurman

The Arts Joseph & Alice Torre
Carly Simon Total Safety Consulting
John Sloan Joyce Virani
Solar Electric Systems, Inc The Waller Family
Thomas Souleles Patti West
Carlo Steinman WH Exchange Club Foundation
Joan Stifleman Lee Zalben

James Stoeckle Llauran Zlotolow
Mary Stutelberg
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The award-winning independent documentary from Executive Producers
Mariska Hargitay, Peter Hermann, Paul Rudd & George Springer is
NOW streaming in the UNITED STATES on discovery+ and
available to buy or rent WORLDWIDE via Vimeo On Demand.

My
BEAUTIFUL STUHER follows five kids who stutter, ages 9 to 18, from all

over the United States who, after experiencing a lifetime of bullying and

stigmatization, meet other children who stutter at SAY and Camp SAY. Over

the course of a year, we witness the incredible transformation that happens

when these young people experience for the first time the revolutionary idea
at the heart of SAY: that it is really, REALLY okay to stutter.

SAY is so proud to be a part of this moving film and thrilled that it is now reaching a
broad, global audience and spreading stuttering awareness all across the world!
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For more information about Camp SAY, please contact us at:

Travis@SAY.org | 646.403.3516 | CampSAY.org
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Enduring Values.®

Guggenheim Securities
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of SAY and its amazing
youth programs.

© 2021 Guggenheim Partners, LLC. All rights reserved. Guggenheim, Guggenheim
Partners and Innovative Solutions. Enduring Values. are registered trademarks of
Guggenheim Capital, LLC.




We are
proud &

thankful

to be dedicated supporters of SAY,
an organization whose staff and
kids show an irrepressible spirit,

and where kindness, courage and

compassion abound and astound.

We especially want to recognize
and applaud the extraordinary
determination shown over the

past extraordinary year - SAY

did not miss a beat in bringing

its life-changing programs and
encouragement to every SAY child.

To SAY, to the SAY kids and to the
SAY families, we will stand by you
every step of the way!

Fred Rogucei oand Mario Soroath Roguccei
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to Dr. Cleavon Gilman on

your well-deserved honor.

Your service is greatly
appreciated, and your
dedication to the kids of
SAY is an inspiration.

We salute all the

young people of SAY,
for leading the way,
believing in yourselves,
and dreaming big. Never
stop saying what's in
your hearts!

With admiration
and respect,
Joe Moglia




May 13, 2021, a fitting and
perfect day for a SAY gala.

Five years ago, May

13, 2016, my dad, Budd
Mayer, said his final good
byes to this earthly plane.

20 years ago, when SAY
began, my dad became
the first chairman of the

He absolutely, positively

adored his grandson,
SAY founder, Taro
Alexander, with a
respect and love that
was glorious to behold.
He loved everything
about SAY, especially
the unconditional love
and consistent, reliable

He and my mother,
Nanette, were beyond
proud of Taro’s creation
of SAY. They were
amazed to witnessTaro
heal his own childhood
pain and fear of
stuttering by giving
back to young people
who stutter.

TO ALL OF
THE AMAZING
SAY: KIDS

You are an Inspiration!
Bettina & Michael Klein

| feel them smiling their
effervescent light down

on this special SAY
stutter and their families.  gyent.

board and remained a support it provides
SAY advisor for aslongas  young people who
he had breath.

IN PERSON OR VIRTUAL, SAY NEVER STOPS
DELIVERING THE GOODSI

Shining a light on young people who stutter. Recognizing and uplifting
their voices. Affirming and celebrating: each and every voice matters.

No matter how you say it SAY it!!!
What you have to SAY matters!
SAY: YOU ROCK THE WORLD!
With all my love,

Riki ALexanber

aka Taro's suPer Proup mom

Your words are not just sounds
coming out of a hole in your
face; your words are the
EXPRESSIONS of your HEART
and MIND and their power does
not depend on fluency, but on
the SINCERITY, PASSION, and
THOUGHTFULNESS with which
you speak them.

Conguﬁwﬁdwm

Dr. Gilman

for his hard work and
deserved recognition by SAY.

Thank you to SAY for its
amazing dedication
and programming.

We are proud to see the

organization outshine itself
every year.

Thank you to SAY for giving
S0 many beautiful voices the
confidence to speak from the

heart and to change the world in
the process.

The Spodek Family ViD




Each Spring we are thrilled
to celebrate the inspiring and
incredible kids of SAY.

This year our hearts are even

more full because SAY is honoring
Dr. Cleavon Gilman,

a stellar human, doctor, pandemic

ﬁghter, and person who stutters.

Thank you Dr. Gilman for your

big heart and for sharing your
love with SAY.

Love,

Jenny, Seth, Danby and Auden McGuire

We are honored
to support SAY
in bringing its
exceptional programs
to more and more
children every year.

The Stifelman Family

The Alexander and

Cornman Families
are so proud of SAY and
all it does to give youths a

voice in this world,

Thank you,
Taro Alexander and

Noah Cornman, our
beloved ones.

-Jane Alexander

THANK YOU

With gratitude,



We are proud
of you, and support
all your hard work.

- Joseph & Donna Pastore

We proudly support the
life-changing work of

THe StuTTerng
® Associarion
@ ror THe Youna

CONGRATULATIONS
to

Dr. Cleavon Gilman
on this distinguished honor.

And to the young people of SAY

THANK YOU
for inspiring us all!

- Norene & Arnie Foster

We proudly
support the young
people of SAY,
and celebrate
their incredible
and beautiful
voices every day!

Anna May & Timothy Feige

We are

PROUD

to support the SAY
community, and

APPLAUD

young people who
stutter for sharing
their voices!

Anne & Nikko Hayes

SAY: inspires us.
It’s a privilege
to support a
program that so
deeply touches the
lives of so many
deserving kids.

Mark, Randi,
EJ & Max Berman

is proud to support
the terrific work of

THe StuTTering
® Associartion
® ror THe Youna

in making triumpbh,
happiness and fulfillment
possible for so many.

Every voice matters.

broadwaycares.org

. -
]@ Beth Comeau, MD

" | Aesthetic Medicine for a Youthful Appearance

Providing Exceptional
Body & Facial Rejevenation

+ CoolSculpting®
* Laser Facial Treatments

* Botox® & Dysport®
* Dermal Fillers
* Prescription Skin Care

BethComeauMD.com
410-733-1877

s TR

SAY KIDS
CAN'T STOP
WON'T STOP.

We couldn't be more
honored to be a part

of the SAY family.
Justin Waller & Michael Stehlik




STUTTERING 101

Stuttering is often misunderstood and can make those listening to a person

who stutters feel quite uncomfortable. These tips are provided to help make s & L §A y WL ﬂ*'s ) 70 ny L ea V'f.

your interactions with a person who stutters a more positive, communicative
and supportive experience:

¢ Please be patient. You may be tempted to finish sentences or fill in
words, but please refrain from doing so unless you know the other person
well and have their permission. Although you may have the best of

intentions, completing anoth s sent feel demeaning. : '
R Tl o b N SAY what gou want fo say.
only increase. A
fle sto vy gou want o fefl.
) ~
® Be aware that people who stutter usually have more trouble controlling §4y+[‘e 'It[\'h?s 70“ Wﬂwﬂt -fl‘e

their speech on the telephone. In particular, saying “Hello” often presents ' g we V/&/fo ,kmow aéou\f 700\.
a special problem. Please be extra patient in this situation. ; Y .
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e Try to refrain from comments such as “slow down,” “take a breath” or
“relax.” To many people who stutter, this advice feels patronizing.

® Maintain eye contact and try not to look embarrassed or alarmed. Just
wait patiently until the other person is finished talking.
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¢ People sometimes wonder if it's OK to ask someone questions about ' 3 £y ] - .
their stuttering. This is certainly a judgment call and stuttering should not : i SA y'[tl\ e 'fl\ ;Mﬁs 70 n wa V\?‘
be considered a taboo subject. However, some people who stutter are ;

sensitive about it and may prefer not to discuss the subject. By following : ) . ; 7‘[\ e we V/d 7‘9 l\ eavr. —

the rules of common courtesy, everything should be fine.
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® A person’s stuttering sometimes makes it harder to understand what L - 52 )
they are saying. If you do not understand what is being said, don't be of ; Be&a nsSe in 'f[\ e én d, WL ﬂl'[‘ I
afraid to simply say, “I'm sorry, | didn't understand what you just said.” No

matter how much of a struggle it was for them to say it, this is preferable to 70 3 L ave 7‘0 SA % ”07‘ 0#\/7
pretending you understood or guessing what was said. Sa 75 @ /07‘ a éa u* 70 “, ;-f

e | et the person who stutters know by your body language and actions » —-
that you are listening to what is being said, not how it's being said. Be Sa 75 a /07‘ a é’“* “// "’C "‘S = ==
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yourself and be a good listener. a
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® People who stutter are completely normal — it may just take them a bit

longer to speak. Stuttering is a complex set of behaviors that interfere with — e 1 N? re L erve -/0 L e//p on -
the production of fluent speech. There are as many different patterns of i p- S’A y.fl\ e .f[\ ;1"75 .f[\ “ &

stuttering behavior as there are people who stutter. d .,

® Please be kind, be compassionate and be a great listener because in the
end, what ties us all together is the incredible gesture of human kindness!







