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SAY: The Stuttering Association for the Young
247 West 37th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10018
212.414.9696 | info@SAY.org | SAY.org

At SAY, we believe that every 
child who stutters has a voice that 

matters, and it is a voice that 
deserves to be heard.

SAY: OUR MISSION
SAY: The Stuttering Association for the Young is a national 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization that provides support, advocacy, and life-
changing experiences for young people who stutter, ages 3-25.

SAY: OUR VISION
A world where every voice matters.

SAY: HOW WE HELP
Over 70 million people stutter across the world, including 5% of 
all children. Young people who stutter often face relentless fear 
and cruelty from a world that doesn’t understand them. Over time, 
they may recoil from the world, silencing themselves to hide their 
stutter, embarrassment, and shame. Young people who stutter 
may also feel incredibly isolated and alone, and many face daily 
ridicule, teasing, and bullying. 

Since 2001, SAY has offered comprehensive, innovative programs 
that address the physical, social, and emotional impacts of 
stuttering. Through summer camp, regional day camps, speech 
therapy, and creative arts programming, SAY builds a community of 
acceptance, friendship, and encouragement where kids and teens 
who stutter can develop the confidence and communication skills 
they need to thrive.

SAY is dedicated to serving children from all socioeconomic 
backgrounds. To date, no child has ever been turned away due to 
a family’s inability to pay. Your support helps ensure this important 
and essential legacy.

HONORING 

Dr. Cleavon Gilman - SAY: Hero Award

GALA CHAIRS 

The Moglia Family Foundation
Maria & Fred Ragucci

GALA CO-CHAIRS 

Guggenheim Securities
Lackland H. Bloom, III
Timothy Pfeifer 

Our Virtual 2021 Annual Gala
THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021
Live Stream Performance at 7:00 PM EST
SAYGala.org

@SAYorg

Connect with us:



A Letter From Noah Cornman
Dear Friends:

Welcome to our 2021 Virtual Benefit Gala for SAY: The Stuttering 
Association for the Young. This year has been challenging, for all of us. This 
year has also been inspiring, extraordinary, and overflowing with generosity, 
kindness, gratitude and hope. Thank you for being here with us tonight. 
Thank you for being there for us this past year. Thank you for sharing our 
belief that every voice matters – and that the voices of young people who 
stutter deserve to be heard. 

It’s fitting that we are celebrating the young people of SAY during National 
Stuttering Awareness Week. We work tirelessly to ensure that young people 
who stutter have a home, a community, where they are welcomed, and 
celebrated for who they are, just as they are, right now. We believe, and know, 
that people who stutter can be anything they want to be in life, and that they 
can achieve anything they want to achieve – and be a person who stutters. 
Tonight’s SAY: Hero Award Honoree, Dr. Cleavon Gilman, embodies that in 
so many ways. Dr. Gilman has not let anything stop him from achieving his 
dreams, and he is using his voice to effect meaningful change in the world, 
and to change and save lives. Dr. Gilman is an inspiration to us all, especially 
to the kids of SAY. It’s an honor to honor him this evening. 

For 20 years, the family of SAY has grown, persevered, and stayed true to 
our mission of providing support, advocacy and life-changing experiences 
for young people who stutter. Throughout this past year, all of our 

programs have continued: Confident Voices, SAY: DC, Camp SAY: 
Across the USA, Speech Therapy, and Camp SAY. We’ve 

incorporated virtual program offerings, expanding our 
reach even further. As our Founder Taro Alexander 
says, “Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop!”

Thank you for your partnership in our work. We cannot 
meet the needs of our community without you, really 

and truly. We are humbled to have you with us this 
evening, grateful for your support and advocacy, and 

at your service, now, and always, all ways. 

With love and gratitude,

Noah Cornman
Executive Director

THE PERFORMANCE*

* scheduled to appear at time of publishing

Tonight’s original live stream performance is inspired by the voices of young 
people who stutter.

WRITTEN BY
Taro Alexander and Everett Bradley

DIRECTED BY
Taro Alexander

ASSISTANT DIRECTION
Leigh Pennebaker

MUSICAL DIRECTION, UNDERSCORING AND ARRANGEMENTS
Everett Bradley

ASL INTERPRETATION  Billy Sanders

VIDEO EDITOR  Brad Schulz

ADDITIONAL VIDEOGRAPHY  Mikiodo

HOSTED BY
Keon Lee & Klanell Lee

SPECIAL APPEARANCES BY
Everett Bradley, Catherine Coughlan, Brenda Edwards, Kimberly Garvin, 
Savannah Jackson, Miranda Joan, Naudia Jones, Danielle Leneé, Edward Maware, 
Jennifer McGuire, Kelli O’Hara, Julianna Padilla, Victoria Perlman, Nicki Richards, 
Tianna Richards, Amy Rodriguez, Alison Williams

FEATURING CURRENT SAY PARTICIPANTS
Andrew, Ava, Baylor, Cadence, Cian, Clare, Claire, Clint, Corey, Daniella, Devin, 
Dominic, Ethan, Everett, Gavin, Grace P.B., Grace P., Harry, Hunter, Ian, Isabella, 
Jamal, John-Paul, Josh, Josiah, Juan, Kaiden, Kaitlyn, Karis, Kat, Laila, Lexi, 
Malcolm, Maysen, Milo, Nate, Noah, Olivia, Pablo, Reuben, Rowen, Sam B.,  
Sam C., Sebastian, Seth, Stella, Thomas, Timmy, Tomas, Travis, Zane

In loving memory of Howard Bingham, Peggy Lipton, Nanette & Budd Mayer, 
Alan Rabinowitz, Mel Tillis, Bill Withers

Special Thanks to Barry Sonders for giving so much to the community and 
kids of SAY!



HONORING 
Dr. Cleavon Gilman
SAY: Hero Award

Dr. Cleavon Gilman is an 
emergency room physician and 
a person who stutters. He grew 
up in New Jersey, then served 5 
years in the U.S. Navy as a Hospital 
Corpsman. After returning from 
the Iraq War in 2004, Dr. Gilman 
began his journey to become 
an ER doctor and graduated 
from UC Berkeley in 2009. He 
earned his Medical Degree at UC 
San Francisco Medical School 
and completed his Emergency 
Medicine Residency at New York-
Presbyterian in New York City.

SAY what’s in
your heart.

“It’s a great honor to 
receive the SAY: Hero 
Award. My circuitous path 
to becoming an emergency 
medicine physician was 
difficult for many reasons, 
including being a person 
who stutters. I’m looking 
forward to working with 
the SAY community to help 
young people who stutter 
realize their dreams.”

-Dr. Cleavon Gilman

Dr. Gilman is an outspoken public 
health advocate who chronicled the 
realities of the COVID-19 outbreak 
from the front lines, and continues 
to raise awareness about the 
coronavirus pandemic.

SAY is thrilled to honor
Dr. Cleavon Gilman with the SAY: 
Hero Award for his enormous 
contributions to the health and 
safety of our country, and as a 
shining example to the stuttering 
community.



SAY 
what’s 

on 
your 
mind.

Jane Alexander
Riki Alexander
Marrah & Lee Balan
Lackland H. Bloom III
Everett Bradley
Angelina Bruno-Metzger 		

& John Gaut
Corey Caporale
Jacie & Arnie Civins
Kerry & Noah Cornman
Frank DiLella
Will Edwards
Rachel Glube 			 

& David Friedman
Richard Gervase 			 

& Stuart Delery
Sunny & Brad Goldberg
Dan Greenwald
Tobey Grumet
Iliana Guibert
Brandon Guidry
Barry Gurland
Lisa Hertz-Apkon
Richard Hester 			 

& Michael Mastro
Julianne Hoffenberg
Paul Johansen
Marie & Fred Kaplowitz
Silvia Martinez 			 

& Charles Helme

Jennifer & Seth McGuire
Danielle & Steven Mirsky
Kim & Chad Morganlander
Patricia Mulvey 			 

& Michael Cornman
Keira Naughton
Kelli O’Hara 			 

& Greg Naughton
Claudia & Mark Negron
Angela, Macrae 			 

& Andrew Olson
Leigh Pennebaker 			 

& Taro Alexander
Cliff Perlman
Alexandra Pizzo 			 

& A.J. Melaragno
Barbara & Alan Polinsky
Kate Popovich 			 

& Peter Gargiulo
Alysia Reiner 			 

& David Alan Basche
Lili & Judah Rosenberg
Phil Schneider
Shachar & Jason Scott
Yona & Steven Serota
Liz Tuccillo
Marc Vetri
Justin Waller 			 

& Michael Stehlik
Susan Ziskin 			 

& Daniel Ginsberg

SAY: VIRTUAL GALA BENEFIT COMMITTEE

PHOTOGRAPHY:
Mikiodo and Doug Menuez
Primary invitation and program photography
PUBLICITY:
Joe Trentacosta
JT Public Relations



This award was established in 2017, in 
celebration of SAY’s 15th Anniversary. 
The SAY: Hall of Fame award honors 
and
 celebrates illustrious individuals 
who, through their courage and 
compassion, help young people who 
stutter discover their own unique 
voices. Everett Bradley personifies this 
award, and we are elated to welcome 
him into the SAY: Hall of Fame.

SAY: HALL OF FAME AWARD

SAY: PROGRAMS
Visit SAY.org for more details

SAY’s Speech Therapy program is led by a bilingual (English & Spanish) 
Speech-Language Pathologist with specialized experience and a 
practical and holistic approach to stuttering therapy that addresses 
the individual needs and goals of each child. Serving ages 3-18.

SPEECH THERAPY

SAY’s ground-breaking, after-school and weekend programs employ 
the arts to inspire creativity and expression, encourage collaboration 
and connection, and celebrate the voices of young people who stutter, 
ages 8-18. Offering sessions throughout the school year.

Confident Voices

Year-round after-school and weekend creative arts programming 
in the Washington, DC area that provides a supportive space of 
empathy, friendship, and inspiration for children who stutter, ages 
8-25, and their families.

Regional mini-day camp programs that bring the Camp SAY 
experience to cities across the USA! Young people, ages 8-18, have 
fun while connecting with other kids who stutter from their local areas.

Camp SAY is an ACA-accredited, 2-week, summer camp for young 
people who stutter, ages 8-18. Kids & teens who stutter have 
endless fun while building confidence & independence, improving 
communication skills, and forming lifelong friendships.



Shachar G. Scott 
Chair

Taro Alexander

Lackland H. Bloom, III 

Everett Bradley

Corey Caporale

Jamal Douglas

David Friedman 
Treasurer

Kimberly Garvin

Jonathan Greig 

Brandon K. Guidry
Secretary

Charles E. Helme 
Chair Emeritus

Bettina Klein

Michael Klein 
Chair Emeritus

Danielle Leneé

Jennifer McGuire

David Nachman

Claudia Negron

Clifford Perlman, Esq.

Kate Popovich

Judah Rosenberg

Paul Rudd

Yona Serota

Liz Tuccillo

Marc Vetri

Justin Waller

Marcia Withers

SAY: BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Budd Mayer
(1918 - 2016 Chair Emeritus)

SAY: STAFF
Taro Alexander Founder of SAY, Co-Founder of SAY: DC

Fergie Cantos MS CCC-SLP, TSSLD-BE Speech-Language Pathologist

Noah Cornman Executive Director

Sarah Daniels Director of Operations

Kate Detrick Director of Confident Voices

Kristina Ferlich Director of Marketing

LaDarius Lee Camp SAY Associate

Julia Leone Camp SAY Associate

Nathan Patterson Director of Development

Leigh Pennebaker Co-Founder of SAY: DC

Travis Robertson Vice President of Programming/Camp Director

Aidan Sank Artistic Director of Confident Voices

Rich Stephens Associate Camp Director

Tessa Blake 

Peter Bonerz

Tara Bracco

Donisha Brown

Brenda Buksha

Lindsay Campbell

Dave Chappelle

Arnold J. Civins

Jill Garland

Jackie Green

Barry T. Gurland

Julianne Hoffenberg 

Frankie Jones

Judith Kuster

Jay Lambert

Jesse L. Martin

Kelli O’Hara

Austin Pendleton

Leigh Pennebaker

Tim Ransom

Susan Roth

Karin Schall

Dr. Phil Schneider

Jodi Schoenbrun Carter

Andy Shallal

Michael Sugarman

John Van Riper

Tom Viola

Karin Wexler, Ph.D.

ADVISORY BOARD

Learn more about SAY:
SAY.org | 212.414.9696

247 West 37th Street
5th Floor
New York, NY 10018

Connect with us:

@SAYorg



SAY: The Stuttering Association for the Young gratefully acknowledges the 
following sponsors for their generous support of this event (as of 4.30.21)

THANK YOU

GALA CHAIRS
Joe Moglia
Fred Ragucci                          

& Maria Sarath Ragucci 

GALA CO-CHAIRS
Lackland H. Bloom, III
Guggenheim Securities
Timothy Pfeifer

PRESIDENT 
SUPPORTERS
Anonymous 
Leslie & Bernard 

Friedman 
Bettina & Michael Klein

ENTREPRENEUR 
SUPPORTERS
Riki Alexander 
Anonymous 
Rob Burnett
Kimberly & Stuart Spodek
Marc Vetri 

SAY: The Stuttering Association for the Young gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support from the following foundations, corporations, government 
agencies, and individuals who donated $500 and above from 5.1.20 to 4.30.21. 
Contributions from these and other like-minded friends help make our 
programs possible.

SAY: CONTRIBUTORS

$50,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Common Sense Fund
The Far Fund
The Moglia Family Foundation
NYC Department of            

Cultural Affairs
Fred Ragucci                                  

& Maria Sarath Ragucci
TD Ameritrade

$25,000 - $49,999
AECOM Tishman Construction
Evan & Barbara Bell
Ford Foundation Good   

Neighbor Grant
Mariska Hargitay                            

& Peter Hermann
Joseph LeRoy                                 

& Ann C. Warner Fund
Timothy Pfeifer

$15,000 - $24,999
Riki Alexander
Caimi-Markis Trust
The Elaine Dannheisser 

Foundation
The Glastenbury Foundation, Inc.
John and Diane Sculley 

Charitable Foundation
A.J. Melaragno
National Endowment for the Arts
New York State Council on        

the Arts

$10,000 - $14,999
Jen Ablon
Paula B. Adams
American Chai Trust
Lackland H. Bloom, III
Broadway Cares /                      

Equity Fights AIDS
Nancy Crown & Sam Weisman
Carp Ferrari
Leslie & Bernard Friedman
Guggenheim Securities
Bettina & Michael Klein
Kovler Family Foundation
Murar Foundation, Inc.
Theodore & Nicole Sarandos

Yona & Steven Serota
SLA Foundation
Kimberly & Stuart Spodek
Marcia Withers

$5,000 - $9,999
ASM Mechanical Systems
The Axe-Houghton Foundation
Blackrock
Rob Burnett
Mary Cahill and Adam Block
Kerry & Noah Cornman
Martin Dunn and Rachel Fine
Greater New York LECET     

Mason Tenders
Hannah S. And Samuel A. Cohn 

Memorial Foundation
Iron Workers Union
John Varvatos Enterprises, Inc.
Auggie Kazickas
Gerold Klauer
Leslie & Angus Littlejohn, Jr.
Lucille Lortel Foundation
Manhattan Borough       

President’s Office
William Marsillo
Jennifer & Seth McGuire
Mr. Fred Nelson
Pinkerton Foundation
R & R Scaffolding LTD
Regal USA Concrete, Inc.
Denise Kellen
Kimble & Terry Sagrera
Shachar G. & Jason Scott
Mary and Tom Stubbs
Thomas & Agnes                    

Carvel Foundation
Marc Vetri
Justin Waller & Michael Stehlik
The Walt Disney               

Company Foundation
White-Trivas Family Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
A. Ottavino Corp.
Diane & Arthur Abbey
Kathleen & Ernest Abrahamson
Efren Acosta
ADCO Electrical Corporation
Jane Alexander

Allan Briteway Electrical 
Contractors, Inc

Michael Arriaga MD, P.A
The Balan Family
Randi & Mark Berman
David Bernstein
Nelson Blitz
Pamela & Jack Bolen
Everett Bradley
Benjamin Brafman
Building Trade Employers’ 

Association
Corey Caporale
Geneva Carr
Cement & Concrete Workers No. 16
Charles & Nancy Rosenblatt 

Family Foundation, Inc.
Linda & Joel Chess
Alyssa & Scott Clarke
Dr. Beth & Albert Comeau
Coordinated Metals, Inc.
CWA Asset Management    

Group, LLC
Cyberwolf Inc., C/O Linda Masco
Elizabeth Devereaux
Egna Family Foundation
EIC Associates, Inc
The Eisner Foundation
Stephen A. Eisner
Trudy Elbaum
Entertainment Industry 

Foundation
Sanford M. Epstein
Epstein Family Foundation
Excavators Union Local 731
Julie Farmer & Scott Lazarus
Timothy and Anna May Feige
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Fisch
Norene & Arnie Foster
Susan C. Frunzi & David Wachtel
Richard Gervase & Stuart Delery
Christine & George Giga
Rachel Glube & David Friedman
Sunny & Brad Goldberg
Jeff Gramm
Marylin Granat
Monica & Barry Gurland
Edward Harris
Meade Hartfield
Anne and Nikko Hayes
Barbara Hebda
Lisa Hertz-Apkon

PRODUCER 
SUPPORTERS
Broadway Cares/Equity 

Fights AIDS 
Sunny & Brad Goldberg 
Monica & Barry Gurland 
Madison Dearborn 

Partners 
William Marsillo 
Jennifer & Seth McGuire 
Kim & Chad 

Morganlander 
The O’Neil Family
Barbara & Preston 

Padden 
Maxine Roth Schweitzer 
Shachar & Jason Scott 
Yona & Steve Serota 
Barry Sonders 
Justin Waller                          

& Michael Stehlik 

DIRECTOR 
SUPPORTERS
Ernest & Kathleen 

Abrahamson 
Jane Alexander 
Mark & Randi Berman 
Dr. Beth & Albert 

Comeau 
Kerry & Noah Cornman 
The Eisner Foundation 
Anna May & Timothy 

Feige 
Anne & Nikko Hayes 
Gerold Klauer 
Renee & Carl Landegger 
Julie Farmer                         

& Scott Lazarus
Alex Lacamoire 
Danielle & Steven Mirsky 
Joseph & Donna Pastore 
Raymond Raven 
Alysia Reiner                        

& David Alan Basche 
Victor Rodriguez 
The Sifelman Family
Meredith Vieira              

& Richard Cohen

Thank 
You!



$1,000 - $4,999 (Cont.)
Michael Hiles
Richard Hsieh
Stephanie & Jeffrey Hurwitz
Thomas Hutton
I.U.O.E. Local 94, 94A
Int’l Union of Operating 

Engineers Local 14-14B
JEM Architecturals
Elise Kamen & Steven Grossblatt
Efrem Kamen
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Alex Lacamoire
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Valerie & Ron Lauderdale
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Ellen & David Levy
Lily Palmer Fry Memorial Trust
Ken & Pat Lore
LVC Interiors Inc.
Madison Dearborn Partners, LLC
Nancy Matta
Pat & Robert Mayer
Robert McCann
Michele McGrath
Melto Metal Products Co.
Metzger-Price Fund, Inc.
Danielle & Steven Mirsky
Mistral Architectural Metal & 

Glass, Inc
Helen Kraus & Stephen Moody
Alexander Mookas
Kim & Chad Morganlander
Paul Morgenstern
David Nachman
Elizabeth M. Nuss
NYU Community Fund
John O’Brien
Brian O’Neil
Angela Olson
Olympic Plumbing                         

& Heating Services Inc
Barbara & Preston Padden
John Parsons
Joseph & Donna Pastore
Patti & Sons, Inc.
PJS Group, Paul Scariano
Barbara & Alan Polinsky
Amanda Polk
Prince Carpentry Inc.
Psychiatry Specialities Clinics
RA Hyman Restoration, Inc
Cheryl Sue Rabke
Harriet & Douglas Rachlin
Rael Automatic Sprinkler 

Company Inc
Sherry & Brian Ramsay
Raymond Rayven
Alysia Reiner & David Alan Basche
Jenny Risk

Robertson Family Foundation
Victor Rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. Russell
Susy Sarfaty
Edward Schecter
Maxine Roth Schweitzer
Donna and Gary Segal
Shack Sackler Foundation
Alexandra Shiva                             

& Jonathan Marc Sherman
Camilla & Matt Slauson
Keira & Brian Smith
Bennett Smith
Spectrum Painting Corp.
Kelli Stanton
Eddy, Ayelet & Yael Sternberg
Timothy Sullivan
Teamsters Local 282
TEGNA
Tessler Family Foundation Inc
Pritinder Thind
Jennie Tomkinson
Mark & Rita Tresnowski
Kellene Trygg
Patricia and Mitchell Udell
United Cement Masons Union 

Local 780
Charles Varvaro
Meredith Vieira & Richard Cohen
Adam Wallach
Wells Fargo Community    

Support Campaign
Ms. Ellen Wingard
Orna & Keenan Wolens
Jason Yeung
Drs. Jill Zimmerman                        

& Michael Stifelman
Anastazja Zvoleff

$500 - $999
Barbara Abadi
Almar Seaford Plumbing
Renee And Kris
Anonymous
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Clarence & Jacqueline Avant
Kathy Behrens
Elizabeth Botwin
Julie & Steve Bram
Elaine Brumberg
Bridget Burke
Moshe & Courtney Burstin
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Champion Metal & Glass, Inc.
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Will Edwards
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Tim Frank
Pati Frey
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Ann & Douglas Grissom
David Hager
Matthew Hale
Murray Halpern
Harvey Ginsberg Foundation
Elaine & Norman Hecht
Helena Tam & Kenneth Mui
Richard Hester & Michael Mastro
Bill Ho & Bruce Stuart
Christopher Hogan
Rebecca & Charles Holmes
Honeybee Foundation
Houlihan Lawrence Irvington 

Brokerage Office
Cecil & Shawna Johnson
Peter Katz
Abraham & Kimberly Kader
Marc Kamionkowski
Lori & Michael Kaplan
Sheila Kelly & Neil O’Shea
Jonathan Kui
Brian Land
William Lee
Nancy Levine
Karen Lotman
Harry S. & Kathleen H. Melikian 

Foundation, Inc.
Mariani Metal
Lynnette & Kevin McCollum
Amy McCracken
John & Debbie McManus
Samuel Mencoff
Meredith Corporation
Metallic Lathers & Reinforcing 

Iron Workers Local 46
Eileen Mulvey                                 

& Dr. Michael Heaney
Patricia Mulvey                               

& Michael Cornman
Claudia & Mark Negron
Allison & David Niles
Jocelyn Novella
Oxford + Bond
Claudette Penot-Chan
Jim Perakis
Dean Pitchford & Michael Mealiffe
Joseph Popovich MD
Post Road Iron Works
Patricia Price

John M. Qualy
Natalia Razavi
Mrs. Angela Retelny
W. Scott Rives
RSG Caulking & Waterproofing, Inc.
Marta Rudolph
Monica Sapone
Phillip Schneider
Jill & Robin Selati
Michael & Riki Sheehan
Rhonda Silver

Silver Mountain Foundation For 
The Arts

Carly Simon
John Sloan
Solar Electric Systems, Inc
Thomas Souleles
Carlo Steinman
Joan Stifleman
James Stoeckle
Mary Stutelberg
Pam Sugarman & Tom Rosenberg

Rita & Wally Thurman
Joseph & Alice Torre
Total Safety Consulting
Joyce Virani
The Waller Family
Patti West
WH Exchange Club Foundation
Lee Zalben
Llauran Zlotolow



BACK In-Person this Summer!

Camp SAY is an ACA-accredited, 2-week, summer camp for young 
people who stutter, ages 8-18. Kids & teens have endless fun while 

building confidence & independence, improving communication 
skills, and forming lifelong friendships. 

Sliding Scale Tuition & a shortened stay option are available.

For more information about Camp SAY, please contact us at:

Travis@SAY.org | 646.403.3516 | CampSAY.org

August 2 - 16, 2021



SAY the 
story 

you want 
to tell.



We especially want to recognize 

and applaud the extraordinary 

determination shown over the 

past extraordinary year - SAY 

did not miss a beat in bringing 

its life-changing programs and 

encouragement to every SAY child.

To SAY, to the SAY kids and to the 

SAY families, we will stand by you 

every step of the way!

Fred Ragucci and Maria Sarath Ragucci

We are 
proud & 
thankful
to be dedicated supporters of SAY, 

an organization whose staff and 

kids show an irrepressible spirit, 

and where kindness, courage and 

compassion abound and astound.



Congratulations
to Dr. Cleavon Gilman on 
your well-deserved honor. 
Your service is greatly 
appreciated, and your 
dedication to the kids of 
SAY is an inspiration.

We salute all the 
young people of SAY, 

for leading the way, 
believing in yourselves, 

and dreaming big. Never 
stop saying what’s in 

your hearts!

With admiration
and respect,
Joe Moglia



I N  P E R S O N  O R  V I R T U A L ,  S AY N E V E R  S T O P S 
D E L I V E R I N G  T H E  G O O D S !  

Shining a light on young people who stutter. Recognizing and uplifting 
their voices. Affirming and celebrating: each and every voice matters.

No matter how you say it SAY it!!!

What you have to SAY matters!

S AY: Y O U  R O C K  T H E  W O R L D !
With all my love,

Riki Alexander
aka Taro’s super proud mom

May 13, 2021, a fitting and 
perfect day for a SAY gala.

Five years ago, May 
13, 2016, my dad, Budd 
Mayer, said his final good 
byes to this earthly plane.

20 years ago, when SAY 
began, my dad became 
the first chairman of the 
board and remained a 
SAY advisor for as long as 
he had breath.

He absolutely, positively 
adored his grandson, 
SAY founder, Taro 
Alexander, with a 
respect and love that 
was glorious to behold.  
He loved everything 
about SAY, especially 
the unconditional love 
and consistent, reliable 
support it provides 
young people who 
stutter and their families.

He and my mother, 
Nanette, were beyond 
proud of Taro’s creation 
of SAY. They were 
amazed to witnessTaro 
heal his own childhood 
pain and fear of 
stuttering by giving 
back to young people 
who stutter.

I feel them smiling their 
effervescent light down 
on this special SAY 
event.

TO ALL OF 
THE AMAZING 

SAY: K IDS
You are an Inspiration!

Bettina & Michael Klein

Your words are not just sounds 
coming out of a hole in your 

face; your words are the 
expressions of your heart 

and mind and their power does 
not depend  on fluency, but on 

the sincerity, passion, and 
thoughtfulness with which 

you speak them.

Thank you to SAY for giving 
so many beautiful voices the 
confidence to speak from the 

heart and to change the world in 
the process.

- Vid



Barbara and Preston Padden 
salute all the 

amazing SAY 
young people.

Congratulations to
Dr. Cleavon Gilman! 

You are an inspiration 

to people who stutter 

everywhere, especially to the 

SAY Community. And to the 

young people of SAY, you are 

our heroes each and every 

day! Thank you for your 

bravery and for always saying 

what is in your hearts. 

Love, Shachar & Jason Scott

We are honored 
to support SAY 
in bringing its 

exceptional programs 
to more and more 

children every year.

The Stifelman Family

The Alexander and 
Cornman Families

are so proud of SAY and 
all it does to give youths a 

voice in this world. 

Thank you, 
Taro Alexander and 
Noah Cornman, our 

beloved ones. 

-Jane Alexander

In honor of 
everyone at SAY 

May the power of 
your voices be a 
reflection of your 

beautiful souls and 
an inspiration to all

Yona & Steven 
Serota



We proudly 
support the young 

people of SAY, 
and celebrate 

their incredible 
and beautiful 

voices every day! 
 Anna May & Timothy Feige

We are proud
of you, and support 
all your hard work. 
- Joseph & Donna Pastore

We are

PROUD
to support the SAY 

community, and 

APPLAUD
young people who 
stutter for sharing 

their voices! 
Anne & Nikko Hayes

SAY: inspires us.
It’s a privilege 
to support a 

program that so 
deeply touches the 

lives of so many 
deserving kids. 

Mark, Randi,      
EJ & Max Berman

SAY kids
can’t stop
won’t stop.

We couldn’t be more 
honored to be a part  

of the SAY family.
Justin Waller & Michael Stehlik



STUTTERING 101
Stuttering is often misunderstood and can make those listening to a person 
who stutters feel quite uncomfortable. These tips are provided to help make 
your interactions with a person who stutters a more positive, communicative 
and supportive experience:

• Please be patient. You may be tempted to finish sentences or fill in 
words, but please refrain from doing so unless you know the other person 
well and have their permission. Although you may have the best of 
intentions, completing another person’s sentences may feel demeaning. 
Of course, if you guess the wrong word, the communication difficulties 
only increase.

• Try to refrain from comments such as “slow down,” “take a breath” or 
“relax.” To many people who stutter, this advice feels patronizing.

• Maintain eye contact and try not to look embarrassed or alarmed. Just 
wait patiently until the other person is finished talking.

• Be aware that people who stutter usually have more trouble controlling 
their speech on the telephone. In particular, saying “Hello” often presents 
a special problem. Please be extra patient in this situation.

• People sometimes wonder if it’s OK to ask someone questions about 
their stuttering. This is certainly a judgment call and stuttering should not 
be considered a taboo subject. However, some people who stutter are 
sensitive about it and may prefer not to discuss the subject. By following 
the rules of common courtesy, everything should be fine.

• A person’s stuttering sometimes makes it harder to understand what 
they are saying. If you do not understand what is being said, don’t be 
afraid to simply say, “I’m sorry, I didn’t understand what you just said.” No 
matter how much of a struggle it was for them to say it, this is preferable to 
pretending you understood or guessing what was said.

• Let the person who stutters know by your body language and actions 
that you are listening to what is being said, not how it’s being said. Be 
yourself and be a good listener.

• People who stutter are completely normal – it may just take them a bit 
longer to speak. Stuttering is a complex set of behaviors that interfere with 
the production of fluent speech. There are as many different patterns of 
stuttering behavior as there are people who stutter. 

• Please be kind, be compassionate and be a great listener because in the 
end, what ties us all together is the incredible gesture of human kindness!



SAY what you 
want to say.


